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Old Greenbelt Theatre to Reopen as Non-Profit Movie Theatre 

Screenings begin tomorrow May 1, 2015 

Greenbelt, MD – April 30, 2015 

Friends of the Greenbelt Theatre (Friends), a 501c3, will reopen the Old Greenbelt Theatre, in 

Old Greenbelt, Maryland, and start showing films tomorrow, Friday May 1st, 2015, after 10-

months of historic renovations and enhancements. 

Friends was awarded the contract by the City of Greenbelt earlier this year to operate the Old 

Greenbelt Theatre in Roosevelt Center as a non-profit movie theatre. The new model will show 

first run movies, as before, and will also offer diverse community programming like film series 

and festivals for a range of audiences including families, children, and under-represented 

communities. In accordance with the official contract, the Friends will make the theatre 

available for use by the City and the community several times per month. 

The City of Greenbelt theatre renovation project includes new digital projection equipment and 

a new 35mm projector, a restored lobby and ticket booth to their historic appearance, restroom 

improvements, and an enhanced concession area to feature local and healthy snack options 

alongside traditional fare. 

When open, Old Greenbelt Theatre will be the only theatre in Prince George’s County with a 

reel-to-reel 35mm projector necessary to show archival and historic films from regional sources 

like the Library of Congress and the National Archives. 

The Friends of the Greenbelt Theatre hired Dr. Caitlin McGrath as Executive Director of the 

Old Greenbelt Theatre. McGrath was previously Board President of the Friends and frequent 

presenter at City Council meetings over the past two years. McGrath is a Greenbelt resident. 

Greenbelt Theatre, ca. 1938, is at the center of the National Historic Landmark district of Old 

Greenbelt, significant for its history as a planned community and a favorite project of President 

Franklin D. and Eleanor Roosevelt. 
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